
 

   

RMT Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender News 
Autumn 2012 

Standing Proud 
 

 
 

Update on Resolutions From RMT 
Executive Committee 

 
International LGBT 
Council of Executives decision, 5 September: 
That we note and fully support this AGM Resolution [on International LGBT 
rights]. The General Secretary is instructed to implement this Resolution and 
further place an item on the LGBT Advisory Committee to advise us on what 
program of events we could mobilize on. We refer to the ETF/ITF 
Subcommittee this policy so we can take up specific items at these bodies. 
Finally the General Secretary is to ask the LGBT Advisory Committee for a 
volunteer to write an article for the RMT News. 
 
Tackling Homophobic Bullying in Schools 
Council of Executives decision, 5 September: 
That we note the Resolution from the AGM and to prosecute this Resolution, 
the General Secretary is instructed to:- 
1. Contact the charity Diversity Role Models and ask for a presentation from 
them to a Council of Executives and ask to give a presentation to the LGBT 
Advisory Committee; their views will be tabled for the Council of Executives 
to consider. 
2. Write to the NUT; NASUWT; UCU; ATL and the EIS for their policies on the 
subject and when we have collated all this information the Council of 
Executives will then consider what political campaigns we can run or be part 
of to oppose cuts in funding to anti-bullying initiatives. 
 
Elections 
National LGBT Advisory Committee elections are about to take place - 5 seats 
for LT Region, to be nominated by branches. 
 
Thank you to everyone who signed our RMT members' letter protesting 
against the deportation of a transgender activist from Denmark to certain 
persecution in Guatemala. The deportation has now been put on hold. 

 
 

 

Contact Us - Email the Equalities Officer 
Jess Webb at j.webb@rmt.org.uk. 
We’re on Facebook too – search for 
‘RMT LGBT Members’ 

“Fighting for international 

LGBT rights” 

mailto:j.webb@rmt.org.uk


 
The RMT held a demonstration outside 
the Zimbabwean Embassy on Sunday 
7th of October in response to ongoing 
violation of LGBT rights by the 
Zimbabwean government.  
 
The following protest letter addressed 
to the Embassy of Zimbabwe in London 
was signed by numerous RMT activists: 
 

Violation Of Rights Of LGBT 
Zimbabweans 

 
The Zimbabwean government 
continues to violate the rights of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender 

 
(LGBT) Zimbabweans and the 
Zimbabwean authorities continue to 
attack members of the LGBT 
advocacy group Gays and Lesbians of 
Zimbabwe (GALZ), including 
intimidation, arbitrary arrests and 
beatings. 
 
In attacking 
GALZ, 
Zimbabwe 
contravenes 
obligations 
under the 
African 
Charter on 
Human and 
Peoples’ 
Rights and the 
International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, which guarantee the 
rights to non-discrimination, liberty 
and security of the person and 
privacy, freedom of expression and 
thought, and association and 
peaceful assembly. Government 

attacks against GALZ are also 
contrary to basic rights in both 
Zimbabwe’s existing constitution and 
the draft constitution under review. 
President Robert Mugabe continues 
to denigrate and spearhead attacks 
on gay and lesbian Zimbabweans 
and vows not to allow the inclusion 
of LGBT rights in Zimbabwe’s new 
constitution. 
 
On 11 August police raided the 
Harare office of GALZ without a 
warrant after the group issued its 
2011 LGBT Rights Violations Report 
and a briefing on the draft 

constitution. 
Forty-four 
members 
were 
brutally 
beaten with 
batons and 
fists. Many 
required 
medical 
treatment. 

Nine days later, police officers 
returned, occupied the offices for six 
hours, and confiscating computers, 
documents, and advocacy materials. 
We, the undersigned members of 
the RMT Union, call on President 
Robert Mugabe and Prime Minister 

Morgan Tsvangirai to stop attacks on 
LGBT Zimbabweans; honor 
Zimbabwe’s human rights 
obligations; and include equality and 
human rights for all people in 
Zimbabwe’s new constitution, 
regardless of gender identity or 
sexual orientation. 

RMT Protest Against 

Violation Of LGBT Rights By 

Zimbabwe Government 

LGBT Members Take 
Stand Against EDL 

RMT activists took part in a rally to 

block the fascist far-right English 

Defence League from demonstrating 

in Walthamstow. Several thousand 

anti-fascists, trade unionists, faith 

and community organisations also 

took part in the event in east London.  

Members of the RMT - amongst them 

several LGBT activists carried the 

unions LGBT banner. 

 



 
 

RMT to Consider How 

We Can Help Tackle 

Homophobic Bullying 

in Schools 

 

In response to the resolution from 

RMT's AGM (submitted by RMT LGBT 

conference) - which you can read here - 

the Council of Executives has made the 

following decision: 

That we note the Resolution from the 

AGM and to prosecute this Resolution, 

the General Secretary is instructed to:- 

1. Contact the charity Diversity 

Role Models and ask for a 

presentation from them to a 

Council of Executives and ask to 

give a presentation to the LGBT 

Advisory Committee; their views 

will be tabled for the Council of 

Executives to consider. 

 

2. Write to the NUT; NASUWT; 

UCU; ATL and the EIS for their 

policies on the subject and 

when we have collated all this 

information the Council of 

Executives will then consider 

what political campaigns we can 

run or be art of to oppose cuts 

in funding to anti-bullying 

initiatives. 

FERNANDA 

MILAN 

Fernanda Milan is a Guatemalan 
transgender woman living in Denmark 
who was about to be deported to her 

home country of Guatemala.  RMT LGBT 
activists rallied together and in a few 
days a letter was delivered to the 
Danish embassy signed by scores of 
members.  It has since been announce 
that Milan’s case is to be reviewed.  We 
should keep up to date with the 
proceedings of developments in case 
further action is necessary. 

 
 

The letter 
Fernanda Milan is a 22-year-old 
transgender woman and activist from 
Guatemala. In 2009, Fernanda fled 
persecution in her home country to seek 
safety and asylum in Denmark. 
However, Fernanda has now been told 
that Danish law does not recognise 
gender identity as a motive for 
persecution. This is despite a 2011 
Directive of the European Parliament 

(2011/95/EU 
Article 10d), 
which specifically 
mentions gender 
identity as a 
reason for 
persecution. 
Fernanda has 
been informed 
she will be 
deported back to 
Guatemala on 17 
September 2012. 
During her 
detention in the 
Sandholmlejren 

Centre for asylum seekers, Fernanda 
suffered appalling discrimination and 
sexual violence because the Danish 
authorities refused to accommodate her 
in the women’s unit and would only 
recognised her as a man. Because of 
this, Fernanda was raped on more than 
one occasion.  
 
Furthermore, the authorities denied 
Fernanda the hormone replacement 
therapy she has taken since the age of 
fourteen because she didn't fulfil their 
‘criteria’ for the psychiatric diagnosis 
'transsexual'. 

 
 

Fernanda’s deportation back to 
Guatemala will place her life in great 
jeopardy. In Guatemala, transgender 
people are treated as social outcasts, 
denied employment and access to 
healthcare, regularly intimidated and 
abused by the police, and subject to 
shocking levels of transphobic violence 
and hate murders. As a known 
transgender activist, Fernanda faces 
arrest and torture by the Guatemalan 
authorities. 

 
 

We, the undersigned members of the 
RMT Union, call on Morten Bødskov, the 
Danish Minister for Justice, to intervene 
without delay and halt the deportation 
of Fernanda Milan and grant her asylum 
– now! 



LGBTQ community 

activists agree 

new principles for 

London Pride  

From the TUC 

LGBTQ activists have voted for 

new guidelines for Pride and 

agreed that a new team should 

organise Pride 2013. 

At a meeting held at the 

headquarters of the Trades Union 

Congress (TUC) community activists 

and trade unionists called for a clear 

set of principles to underpin London 

Prides in future. 

The new principles state that: 

 The march must be the most 

important part of next year's 

Pride 

 Pride, as well as being a 

celebration of LGBTQ  

 communities, must reflect 

the fact that equality has not 

been achieved 

 

 Pride must be free and open 

to all within the LGBTQ 

community with attention 

given to the needs of 

disabled participants 

 The direction, form and 

content of Pride must be 

determined by LGBTQ people 

themselves, who will, in turn, 

be accountable to the LGBTQ 

communities 

 Pride must be run on a not-

for-profit basis 

Chair of the TUC LGBT Committee 

Maria Exall said: “It is important that 

we learn the lessons from last year’s 

World Pride as we look forward to 

London Pride 2013.  

The TUC is delighted that we have 

been able to help LGBTQ 

communities make clear the kind of 

Pride they want in 2013.” 

LGBT Advisory 
Meeting Motions 

 
At this month’s Lesbian, gay, Bisexual & 
Transgender advisory committee passed 
motions on the scrapping of benefit for 
under 25s, bogus 'gay-cure' 
organisations, and extending the length 
of the LGBT conference. 
 
Scrapping Housing Benefit for under 
25s 
Submitted by Stratford 1: 
“We note the plans announced by the 
Conservative Party leader on 25 June 
2012 to scrap housing benefit to under 
25s. We note the comments of Bob 
Green, Chief Executive of the LGBT 
Housing Association Stonewall Housing, 
that there is a risk that the LGBT people 
fleeing homophobic or transphobic 
violence “will remain in serious 
situations and some may have to move 
further away from their support 
networks. In essence, LGBT people may 
not be able to afford safety” 
We believe that plans to remove 
housing benefit are an attack on young 
LGBT people’s independence and their 
ability to escape homophobia/ 
transphobia. 
 
Recognising the role of the LGBT 
Advisory Committee, we ask that RMT, 
in pursuing its policies as determined by 
the AGM and /or Council of Executive 

RMT members march with pride at London Pride 2012 



on this issue, please include the impact 
on young people outlined in this 
resolution.” 
 
Bogus “Gay Cure” Organisations 
 
Submitted by Gillingham-Strood: 
This union notes: 

1. For more than 30 years a 
powerful group of religious-
right extremists have claimed 
they are able to ‘cure’ 
homosexuality. This so-called 
‘ex-gay’ movement advocates 
that gay, lesbian, and bisexual 
people can, and should, change 
their sexual orientation to that 
of heterosexuality through 
prayer and a practice known as 
‘reparative therapy’. 

2. The ‘ex-gay’ movement has its 
roots in and financial support 
from right wing, Christian 
organizations. 

3. The UK Council for 
Psychotherapy (UKCP), the 
Royal College of Psychiatrists, 
and the British Association for 
Counseling and Psychotherapy 
has all denounced so-called 
‘reparative therapy’. 

4. In April 2012, Di Hodgson, Chair 
of UKCP's Diversity, Equalities 
and Social Responsibility 
Committee, stated: “We utterly 
condemn professionals who 
practice 'reparative therapy' as 
sexuality is not a symptom 

which needs treating or 
correcting. UKCP does not 
consider homosexuality or 
bisexuality, or transsexual and 
transgendered states to be 
pathologies, mental disorders or 
indicative of developmental 
arrest. These are not symptoms 
to be treated by 

psychotherapists, in the sense 
of attempting to change or 
remove them.” 

5. The organizations and 
individuals who promote and 
practice “reparative therapy" 
are by and large not qualified or 
accredited to any professional 
body. 

6. Exodus International is a large, 
US-based, ex-gay organization 
whose entire raison d'etre to 
date has been to "cure" and 
‘prevent’ homosexuality 
through ‘reparative therapy’. 
However, the leader of Exodus 
recently publicly renounced the 
claim that homosexuals can be 
‘converted’ to heterosexuality – 
much to the disapproval of the 
Christian-right. Even so, a major 
splinter group of Exodus called 
Desert Stream continues to 
organize 'gay cure’ ‘events 
around the world. 

7. Uganda’s notorious “Kill the 
Gays” Anti-Homosexuality Bill 
came directly out of a 
conference in Kampala in March 
2009, strongly influenced by the 
anti-gay rhetoric of Exodus 
International. 

8. In 2001, influential US 
psychiatrist Robert Spitzer 
conducted a study that claimed 
gay men and women could be 
turned straight through 
psychotherapy. However, in 
April 2012, he admitted his 
study was “fatally flawed” and 
made the following statement: 
“I believe I owe the gay 
community an apology for my 
study making unproven claims 
of the efficacy of reparative 
therapy. I also apologies to any 
gay person who wasted time 

Motion On ‘Gay Cure’ Adverts On London Buses 

Earlier this year an advertising campaign for so called ‘gay-cures’ nearly ran on 

London Buses.  The campaign was pulled at the last minute, and London Regions’ 

Jubilee South branch submitted this resolution: 

It is disgraceful that such clearly homophobic adverts could get so near to being 

placed on London buses. The adverts were only stopped once there imminent 

unveiling across the city was highlighted in the national press. 

TfL should have guidelines in place so that its contractor responsible for 

advertising understands that these adverts are offensive to LGBT people and 

others. 

The responsibility is with TfL. If they wish to be perceived as a gay friendly 

employer - as of course they should - they must ensure that they aren’t covering 

their property with adverts extolling the joys of being cured of homosexuality, 

regardless of the ten thousand pound income they reportedly lost from 

cancelling such adverts. There is confusion over whether TfL blocked the advert, 

or the mayor of London did so. 

We ask that RMT General Secretary Bob Crow write to LUL to express our disgust 

that such a situation should ever arise, London also to enquire who it was that 

ultimately blocked the adverts- TfL or Boris Johnson. 

 



and energy undergoing some 
form of reparative therapy 
because they believed that I had 
proven that reparative therapy 
works with some ‘highly 
motivated’ individuals.” 

9. In April 2012, the self-styled 
Christian groups Core Issues 
Trust and Anglican Mainstream 
funded an anti-gay advertising 
campaign on London buses that 
claimed therapy can ‘cure’ 
homosexuality. The advertising 
campaign was only pulled at the 
last-minute. 

10. In 2009, CARE - Christian Action 
Research and Education - co-
sponsored a conference 
promoting the idea that gay 
people can be converted to 
heterosexuality. It recently 
came to light that CARE has 
funded interns for an estimated 
twenty MPs, including some 
who are now ministers in the 
coalition government. 
 

This union believes: 
 

1. Organizations that peddle 
phony claims that they can 
‘cure’ homosexuality must be 
stopped. They are nothing other 
than anti-gay and homophobic. 

2. Reparative (conversion) therapy 
that seeks to change sexual 
orientation is profoundly 
unethical and dishonest. 

3. Reparative therapy can be 
harmful - especially if applied to 
young and vulnerable people - 
and encouraging anyone to 
repress feelings can lead to 
severe psychological distress 
and mental health problems. 

4. It is a disgrace that elected 
Members of Parliament have 
accepted staff members paid for 
by an anti-gay charity that has 
co-sponsored a ‘gay cure’ 
conference event. 
 

We call on the RMT to: 
 

1. Support campaigns against anti-
gay organizations that 
fraudulently and harmfully claim 
they are able to ‘cure’ 
homosexuality. 

2. Support and mobilize for 
appropriate protest actions on 
this issue to bring the fake 
business of ‘reparative therapy’ 
to an end. 

3. Request the RMT's 
Parliamentary group of MPs, led 
by John McDonnell, to raise this 
issue again in parliament - 
including the issue of CARE 
funded interns for MPs and 
ministers in the coalition 
government. 

4. Lobby government to make it an 
offense to advertise, promote 
or offer bogus gay ‘cures’. 

5. Support international 
campaigns against the ‘ex-gay’ 
movement and raise the issue 
with international trade union 
contacts. 

6. Campaign under the slogan, 
“Cure homophobia not 
homosexuality”. 
 

Length of LGBT National Conference 
 
Submitted by Midlands Regional 
Council: 
“That this Midlands Regional Council 
notes the LGBT Annual Conference is 
growing in size with the number of 
delegates attending and the amount of 

agenda items and resolutions year on 
year. 
 
This Midlands Regional Council 
therefore calls on the LGBT Advisory 
Committee to increase the number of 
days that the LGBT Annual Conference is 
held from the current one day to two 
days. Not only will this help spread the 
workload for the delegates, but also 
provide more time for a balanced and 
full debate of agenda items and 
resolutions. This will mean that this 
Conference falls in line with other 
Equality Committee conferences, eg 
women’s conference and black and 
ethnic minorities conference." 
 

Don’t forget we are on Facebook –search 

for ‘RMT LGBT Members’ and join us. 

A well-attended LGBT conference 


